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reiterations of pious platitudes, its elaborate rules and
tabulated exercises and lists of prayers and ' ejaculations/
make it a manual of practical devotion rather than a book
for general reading. We can hardly agree with the praise
Coleridge gave it, during his visit to Cambridge in the
year before his death. ' And why should I not call Taylor
a poet ? ' he said, ' is not the Holy Living and Dying a
sacred and didactic poem, in almost as wide a sense
of the word as the Commedia of Dante ? What Bard of
ancient or modern times has surpassed in richness of
language, in fertility of fancy, in majesty of sentiment,
in grace of imagery, this Spenser of English prose ? J1
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Bishop Heber, who edited Bishop Taylor's writings,
said of his longest work, the Ductor Dubitantiwn, that it
resembled in some degree those ancient inlaid cabinets,
* whose multifarious contents perplex our choice, and
offer to the admiration or curiosity of a more accurate
age a vast wilderness of trifles and varieties, with no
arrangement at all, or an arrangement on obsolete
principles; but whose ebony drawers and perfumed
recesses contain specimens of every thing that is precious
or uncommon, and many things for which a modern
museum might be searched in vain/

This large Taylorian simile may be extended to contain
all of Taylor's writings ; all his works are old cabinets of
this kind, full of trifles, but containing also much that is
curious and of value. The references to his personal
history or to the circumstances of his private life are not
many, and such as do occur are found, for the most part,
in the dedications of his various works to his various
patrons, and above all to Lord and Lady Carbery. These

1 S. T. Coleridge at Trinity, with Specimens of his Table Talk
(1836). This anonymous book is usually attributed to Lamb's
friend, Grice, but others believe that it was written by Robert
Aris Willmott.